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better their condition, ^schines, in one of his dialogues,
gives us in her conversation with Xenophon and his wife
Philesia a glimpse of her method.

"Tell me, Philesia/' said Aspasia, "whether if your
neighbor had a piece of gold of more value than your own,
you would not choose it before your own?" "Yes," an-
swered Philesia. "If she had a gown, or any of the
female ornaments, better than yours, would not you
choose them rather than your own?" "Yes," answered
she. "But," said Aspasia, "if she had a husband of
more merit than your own, would not you choose the
former?" Upon this, Philesia blushed. Aspasia then
addressed herself to Xenophon. " If your neighbor, Xeno-
phon, had a horse better than your own, would you not
choose him preferably to your own?" "Yes," answered
he. "If he had an estate or a farm of more value than
your own, which would you choose?" "The former,"
answered he; "that is, that which is of more value."
"But if his wife were better than your own, would not
you choose your neighbor's?" Xenophon was silent upon
this question. Aspasia therefore proceeded thus: " Since
both of you, then, have refused to answer me in that point
only which I wanted you to satisfy me in, I will tell you
myself what you both think: you, Philesia, would have
the best of husbands, and you, Xenophon, the best of
wives. And, therefore, if you do not endeavor that there
be not a better husband and wife in the world than your-
selves, you will always be wishing for that which you
shall think best: you, Xenophon, will wish you might be
married to the best of wives, and Philesia, that she might
have the best of husbands."

Thus this brilliant and withal domestic woman would
counsel women to be the best of wives, and men the most
considerate of husbands, that each might find in the joys